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Frequenty Asked Questions on e-book Formatting and Publishing

1. Copyright – you retain the copyright to any book that you publish as an e-book.  You do not need to apply for a copyright to an e-book.

2. ISBN numbers – you do not need to have an ISBN number in order to publish an e-book.  Amazon and Barnes and Noble assign their own type of number, and Smashwords will provide you with one for free.

3. Accessibility – e-books are accessible in different formats on different devices.  It is worth noting that even if someone does not own a Kindle, they can still have a Kindle app on another device, such as their cellphone, and they therefore can read kindle e-books.  

4. Royalties and pricing – each e-book retailer has different policies, but here are the most important points:

· Amazon: pays 70% for books with a price between $2.99 and $9.99, otherwise (lower than that and higher than that) pays 35%

·  Barnes and Noble: pays 65% for books with a price between $2.99 and $9.99, otherwise pays 40%

· Smashwords: pays 60% of sales to most of their affiliates.  Note that your book’s price must end in .99 to be sold via Apple, so be aware of this when you set your pricing.

5. Taxation – as royalties are considered to be income by the IRS, when your account is set up, you must provide your SSN to the e-book retailers.

6. Bank Account – everyone has different feelings about whether they should use an existing bank account for their royalties from Amazon or if they should set up a new one.  This is entirely up to you, but something that should be considered.

7. Editing – Roadrunner Coyote LLC does offer an editing service.  This is also done on an hourly basis with the same fee as for formatting and publishing.  The editing can be as straightforward as looking for typo/grammatical errors, or as complicated as reading for content, plot, characterization, and story.
